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Course Description:  This course will provide the student with the basic necessary skills to work with a diverse group of crime victims, including but not limited to victims of homicide, sexual assault, child abuse and domestic violence.  Students will learn the theoretical perspective of Victimology, the evolution of victim’s rights, and the critical research that created this field.  Course participants will be exposed to theory in the areas of crisis, long-term stress reactions and post-traumatic stress.  This training is a b college level course intended for those seeking training in working with victims of crime and other traumatic events. This course can also serve as a step toward certification for Crime Victim Advocates in Oregon. 

Course Objectives:
· To guide students through the historical, cultural and social research of Victimology.

· To define the victim components involved in specific crimes.

· To understand human reactions to violence and trauma, including traumatic stress, traumatic bereavement and grief.

· To define the key events affecting the recovery process.

· To identify key concepts and principles of intervention.

· To define crisis intervention, stress management and victim assistance.

· To define internal and external trauma response.

· To identify post-traumatic stress.

· To describe techniques for providing support.
· To define mechanisms to move victims toward survivorship.
· To identify the factors necessary for a collaborative response to victims of crimes
Student Learning Outcomes:
Students who successfully complete the course will be able to:

1. Describe the origins of the victim’s movement, the context in which Oregon’s victim service agencies came into being, legislative accomplishments and the issues facing the victim’s movement today.
2. Describe the concepts of how adult court system functions.
3. Describe the basic role and responsibilities of professionals in the criminal justice system continuum, and the interaction among these entities.
4. Identify basic tenets of Oregon’s victim’s rights.
5. Identify the major types of immediate and short-term trauma associated with crime victimization; identify long-term psychological trauma.
6. Identify pre- and post victimization issues important to the recovery of the victim.
7. Describe individual trauma and crisis as it relates to crime victims; describe the dimensions of trauma.
8. Describe stress and crisis theories as they apply to crisis intervention techniques.
9. Identify and utilize basic communication skills to use with crime victims.
10. Identify long-term stress reactions, depression, anxiety disorder and post-traumatic stress disorder.
11. Apply crisis intervention models that can be used with victim in acute stages of psychological crisis, acute situational crisis, and acute stress disorder.
12. Identify cross-cultural issues important to victim assistance.
13. Identify the dynamics and forms of domestic violence, the characteristics of batters and victims, and strategies for victim assistance.
14. Define rape/sexual assault, the psychological trauma of both, and the key concerns for the victims.
15. Define child abuse (sexual, physical, neglect), key concerns and psychological trauma attached to the abuse.
16. Describe the stages of grief as faced by homicide victims; define support factors essential to survivors of homicide.
17. Identify victimization issues, impact and aftermath of murder on co-survivors and/or secondary victims of drunk driving homicides, spousal/familial homicide, mass or multiple homicides.

18. Utilize factors necessary to appropriate death notification.

19. Identify and describe the needs of elderly victims, rural victims, and stalking victims.

20. Describe factors involved in accessing restitution for crime victims, and the reasons for doing so.

21. Identify the concept of confidentiality, as related to crime victims.

22.  Identify the concept of ethics, as related to victim services.

23.  Identify the necessary requirements for Crime Victims’ Compensation and the VINE System.

24.  Describe trauma bonding in relationship to crime victims.

25.  Implement the principles of healthy self-care.

Length of Course: 
44 hours

Prerequisites:
 
None

Grading Criteria:    A-F/Pass-No Pass
Required Text:  2005 Revised Oregon State Victim Assistance Academy Training Manual, Clackamas, OR.,  and selected articles.
Major Topic Outline:

1. History of the Victim’s Movement

2. Crisis and Trauma

3. Communication Skills

4. Cross Cultural Communication

5. Domestic Violence

6. Sexual Assault Dynamics

7. Rural Victims of Crime

8. Elder Abuse

9. Criminal Justice System

10. Confidentiality

11. Homicide

12. Death Notification

13. Self Care

14. Trauma Bonding

15. Child Abuse

16. Ethics in Victim Services

17. Role of the Victim Service Provider

18. Crime Victims’ Compensation

19. VINE

20. Victims with Disabilities

21. Restitution

22. Stalking

